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Mr Speaker, I rise to comment on the Statement delivered by the Hon Member for Kumawu (Mr 

Philip Basoah). Mr Speaker, indeed, it is really sad to see the level of unemployment in Ghana. 

We have been given some statistics in the year 2016 that there were some 270,000 and over 

graduates from the universities that are unemployed. That is actually very sad because, these are 

people who have been trained at a cost, some to their parents and some to the nation. People 

have gone to school, suffered and have been trained but there are no jobs for them, partly 

because we have not leveraged the opportunities we have in our natural resources. 

Mr Speaker, three years ago, I brought some investors from the United States of America. When 

they got to Ghana, they said, “We like Ghana very much”. One of the things they said was that 

the people can speak good English; they are trained and easy to communicate with –– These are 

opportunities for investment. However, because we do not have all it takes –– Because 

corruption is so high, one question they asked was “Daniel, who can we trust?” So, I believe that, 

if we set up the enabling environment by leveraging whatever we have in our natural resources, 

we can solve that problem of unemployment, especially graduate unemployment.  

Mr Speaker, in simple national income theory, you would know that consumption is part of 

growing the national income. For we know that consumption creates employment and income. 

There are multiplied effects from being able to get people to consume. All these people that are 

unemployed in our country, we are not getting the benefit of what we, as a country, could get 

from the consumption if they have the disposable income to do so. Mr Speaker, I would like to 

say that, we need to commend the Government for the efforts being taken to leverage the 

existing natural resources that we have to create employment, especially for the youth of this 

country. There would be many positive effects if government is able to do this. 

 Mr Speaker, I would want to conclude by saying that, while we comment on the issue of 

unemployment, it is also important for us to tell all those who are employed to understand that 

there is a direct relationship between productivity and good working conditions. And that those 

of us who have secured jobs must do our best to increase our output.  

Mr Speaker, with these few words, I would want to thank you for the opportunity. 


